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Session 86 
27 February 2022 

Vayak’hel - Messiah and the End of Days:  Has the Time Arrived? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4i7ScZOlT2g 

 
Ari 
Shalom my friends!  Can you hear me?  Hello, good to see you, good to see you!  Shalom, 
Jeremy, Cal and Ardelle, Charlene, hi Charlene, Jen, Sister Christophara, Christa, good to see 
you.  We want more of those stickers.  Really, we do.  They’re for the wine bottle.  People love 
them.  They just love them.  Anyways, it’s good to see all of you.  I just love seeing us all, 
bobbing our heads together to Jeremy’s music.  You know, I don’t know if you feel this way, but 
there are times in this fellowship where it really feels like the eye of a hurricane.  You know, like 
a moment of calm in the midst of the storm, or like a huddle in a football game, where we all 
come together, we get our bearings, we encourage each other, we bless each other and then 
like….BREAK!  You know…and we’re all back in, like game on.  And that’s what it feels like right 
now.  Because I don’t know if you heard, but all is not well in the world.  You may know what 
I’m talking about.  You know I leave for Shabbat and while I’m gone, my dog ate another one of 
Jeremy’s chickens.  Yeah, right.  It was brutal and it was unprovoked.  He bit through his tie 
cord, like the Shaw Shank Redemption.  And he just took off.  And the rest is history.  But there 
are no massive family fights this time.  We worked it out amicably.  And we aren’t worried it will 
happen again because we have collectively decided to impose very heavy sanctions on him.  
That’ll show him, right?  Plus we let him know that he violated international law, and he looked 
ashamed of himself when he found that out.  Just look at his face.   
 

Look at this picture that Jeremy sent me very lovingly.  That’s 
him.  His name is Menchie and that’s Jeremy’s chicken, may his 
memory be a blessing.  Anyways, so we’re just confident that 
he’s learned his lesson.  We’re going to put him in the middle of 
a chicken coop and all will be well.  He has no aspirations for 
further chicken conquests.  And so there’s that and this really 
didn’t happen at a good time because Ukraine is the 6th largest 
producer of chicken eggs in the world.  So it’s not a good time 
for dead chickens on the Judean frontier.  So…yes, that brings us 

to that little skirmish that’s playing out in the Ukraine right now, which is the other thing.  
 
So the entire world knows what’s going on.  Russia invades Ukraine, and it’s now just a little 
thing, it’s a massive invasion, it’s an all-out war.  And I have a lot to say on the matter and I 
hope it’s intelligible and it makes sense.  But before I do, allow me to introduce Jeremy who has 
his own thoughts on the matter.  And I wanted to share them with you.  You know, just how 
we’re seeing history unfolding before our eyes.  So Jeremy brother, you are on. 
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Jeremy 
Ok, thank you very much.  I’m really excited about what’s happening in the world now because 
it gives us an opportunity to understand prophecy.  And because most people, they have a very 
limited understanding of what prophecy is.  Most people think prophecy was some sort of 
vision, enlightenment, some sort of wisdom that was downloaded thousands of years ago that’s 
going to tell us about what’s going to happen in the future.  That is one form of prophecy.  But 
what makes the Torah’s wisdom divine, is that the text itself is speaking to us right now.  It’s 
like a different level of prophecy.  It’s not something that was told to us so many years ago 
that’s foretelling the future.  But if your eyes are open, then the actual text of what we read 
every week speaks directly to us every single week.  Sometimes it will speak to you and your 
wife or you and your husband or you and your family or just you in your own personal life.  But 
very often, it will speak to the entire world.   
 
Now imagine, there’s one text that’s being read every week around the world.  And more and 
more believers are joining into the Torah cycle.  And so, all of the people that love the Torah are 
reading the same message every single week.  So the Torah portion that’s coming up right now 
is in Exodus, chapter 38, Pekudei.  I want to open it up, just to verse 26 here and let’s read it 
together.  So this is talking about what it will look like when we collect the money from the 
people.  And this is what it says: 
 

Meaning, they took an exact amount of half-
shekels from each man, but in the right ages that 
were military fit.  And it was 603,550.  That’s 
what we’re reading, literally right now in this 
week’s Torah portion.  Very good.   
 
 
 
 

And so, I want to point out something right now that we’re talking about these men from the 
ages of 20 to 60, it’s military.  It’s also talking about building the Mishkan, it’s talking about 
building the Tabernacle, which is the representation of God returning to the Land, returning to 
earth, having His Presence dwell within us, after the sin of the golden calf.  And so I want to 
point something out here that Tehila pointed out to me and she got it from this website called 
worlddata.org.  Can we put a screenshot up on the thing?  Thank you very much. 
 



3 
 

 
And so here we have it.  This is the geography of Ukraine.  And this is what it says.  You can 
check this out yourself – worlddata.info/europe/ukraine.  You can see it right there.  That’s the 
link.  Ukraine is a country in Eastern Europe at the Black Sea.  The land has a total area of 
603,550 square kilometers.  Now I just want you to let that sink in for a second because the 
chances that the Ukraine would be exactly 603,550 kilometers…exactly we’re reading that 
portion of the Torah right now.  Exactly as Russia is invading Ukraine, right now.  All of this is 
happening because the Torah portion is speaking to us right now.  We don’t need a spice cart to 
fall out of the sky.  We have literally the Word of God that’s speaking to us saying, “I want you 
guys to know, the world may look chaotic.  It may look like, oh my goodness.  Two years of a 
global pandemic.  And now we’re entering into WWIII.  Like what’s going on here?  Everything 
seems so random and chaotic.”   
 
But if your eyes are on the Torah portion and if your eyes are understanding that prophecy is 
not just what was spoken and it’s happening now.  But the text itself is speaking to us right 
now, then we realize that nothing here is by chance.  Nothing here is a coincidence.  Six 
hundred and three thousand, five hundred and fifty.  The chances that that would be in this 
week’s Torah portion and that is the exact kilometers of the soldiers of the Ukraine that are 
fighting against the Russian invasion.  It’s just unbelievable.  And so everyone here should take 
a lot of strength and encouragement to know that nothing here is of chance.  And here’s a spice 
cart given to us for those who are reading the Torah portion.  That they should realize that just 
as the sanctuary was being built so God’s Presence would return to the camp and dwell among 
us, so too this is the beginning of a process that God’s Presence is on His way back to dwelling 
in Zion, so the Clouds of Glory would fill the Temple in Jerusalem, world peace would come, 
even though it looks like World War is about to break out.  No, no, no.  Prophecy that’s 
speaking to us right now is actually going to tell us that world peace is on the horizon as well.   
 
And now, I want to let another level of prophecy, very important.  Cause you read the book of 
Isaiah, you read the book of Jeremiah, it’s like, what is going on?  There’s like so many 
discussions of the international politics and they’re talking about Assyria and Babylonia and 
Jerusalem and Egypt.  All the prophets are like giving their analysis of the global politics.  And so 
the first message is, if you’re a believer, don’t think you can like just lock yourself up on your 
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farm in Colorado and just worry about you and your family and your homestead.  No.  You need 
to understand what’s happening on the global level because God is on the move.  Always pay 
attention to big global moves.  The prophets are teaching us how to think.  But not only that, 
it’s teaching us how to interact with these nations.  And I think that maybe perhaps this is the 
greatest lesson that Israel can learn from what’s happening in this Russia/Ukraine disaster right 
now.  There is a prophecy in the book of Isaiah.  Can we put the verse up?  It’s chapter 36, verse 
6.  And here’s what it says: 
 

Isaiah is very upset at the king of Israel, saying, 
“How could you pick a side here?  Why would 
you think you could rely on an external 
superpower to protect you?  In fact in modern 
Hebrew, when you say, “I’m going to lean on this 
broken reed,” that’s like a modern way of saying 
exactly what the vision and the message of Isaiah 
was…do not rely on anyone else there than you 
and any other thing other than God to solve your 

problems or to rely on anyone else when you are in need.  We have only ourselves to rely on 
and only God to rely on.  There is no one else.  Don’t think that America is going to come and 
save you with all of their promises and all of their wishes.  Oh…well, you know what?  Let’s 
actually hear what the President of the United States said when Ukraine gave up their nuclear 
arsenal.  Why a nation would give up their nuclear arsenal.  Let’s see what America promises. 
 
(video) 

 
(President Clinton speaking) Ukraine chose to give 
up nuclear weapons when the former Soviet 
Union dissolved.  Your decision has made the 
Ukrainian people, the American people and the 
entire world much safer and more secure.    I 
want the President and the Ukrainian people to 
know that the United States and the West will 
stay the course with you.   
 

 
Jeremy 
The United States will “stay the course with you,” Israel.  We will stay the course and watch you 
be destroyed.  Just give up the Golan Heights to Syria.  Just give up your high lands so ISIS are 
swimming in the Kinneret and having a mikveh in the Sea of Galilee.  Why don’t you just give up 
Judea and Samaria, the highlands.  You don’t need those mountains of Judea and the 
mountains of Samaria.  Why not just leave Ben Gurion airport and just like a gunshot range and 
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leaving Israel with borders nine miles wide.  Israel will be safer, America will be safer, the world 
will be safer and America will be there to “stay the course.”   
 
I mean, what a lesson for us to learn.  Do not lean on a broken reed.  That’s what Isaiah is 
teaching us.  Israel can never rely on the promises of any other nation or any other people.  All 
we can rely on is ourselves and on God.  And that’s prophecy that was given to us thousands of 
years ago.  That the wisdom is transcendent beyond time, space, and technology and it’s 
speaking directly, directly to us right now. 
 
And so, I just want to point out one other thing.  Because the left in America and the left in the 
world, particularly really in Europe, they see themselves as so enlightened.  They see 
themselves as WOKE, and we’re not awake, they’re the awake ones.  And I just want to show 
you a clip that I found here from President Barack Obama not that long ago about the threats of 
Russia. 
 

 A few months when you were asked, what’s the 
biggest geopolitical threat facing America, you said, 
“Russia.”  Not Al-Qaeda, you said, “Russia.”  And the 
1980’s are now, asking for their foreign policy back 
because you know, the Cold War’s been over for 20 
years. 
 

 
Ok, that did not age well for President Obama.  And here’s the issue.  The secular, modern 
world, they’re both arrogant and stupid at the same time.  And that’s a really dangerous 
combination.  They’re so progressive, and they’re so WOKE, and they’re so enlightened, and 
they think that they are so smart while all of these, I don’t know…these people that believe in 
the Bible, they’re just so primitive and superstitious.  People who believe in old, antiquated 
books.  Well, in that old antiquated book, which happens to be the greatest piece of literature 
every written, and by far.  And today, there’s no wisdom that I’ve encountered that even comes 
close to the wisdom of the Bible.  There’s an amazing verse there and it’s a deep wisdom.  And 
it says, the beginning of wisdom is the fear of the Lord. (Proverbs 9:20) 
 
You see, the secular world, its stupidity is only matched by its arrogance.  And that’s what 
makes it so dangerous.  There’s no wisdom there.  Because once you lose your moral grounding 
and you can no longer say, “Good is good, evil is evil.”  Because you have no truth, because you 
have no God.  Then you have no wisdom.  And so, you look at the greatest wisdom every 
transmitted to humanity and you ridicule it.  Oh, that antiquated old book of the Bible.  There’s 
no wisdom when you have no fear of the Lord.  And instead of studying it, they ridicule it.  And 
here we are, watching this miracle, how this ancient text isn’t just so wise.  It’s quite literally 
somehow communicating to everyone that’s reading it right now!   
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And so, here at the fellowship, hundreds of families from 50 countries around the world gather 
here to connect to the heart of the Land of Israel, to learn together, to get a deeper 
understanding and find more meaning in the Bible.  A deeper understanding of prophecy.  It’s 
the deepest wisdom that has shaped the world as we know it.  And our mission here is to bring 
the Torah to the world.  So every person that joins the fellowship, that shares it with their inner 
circle, is quite literally bringing the light to the nations.  And that is nothing less than a mission 
of this generation because if you are not awake now that God is on the move and that the 
world is shaking and that you can literally hear the footsteps of Mashiach at the door, then you 
are not listening.  And so this is a wake-up call for everyone to take hope in the fact that every 
time a war erupts in the world, our sages say that the power of Mashiach is woken up.  And so 
this is one step closer to world peace.  And that’s my Torah for today. 
 
Ari 
Jeremy, that was really beautiful.  And I tell you, I saw that being circulated and I was like, 
“Wow, who was it that actually finds this stuff, that looks it up?  Who’s the originator?  Who 
notices?  I didn’t know that Tehila found that.  You’re saying that Tehila found that, Jeremy?  
Jeremy, give me a thumbs up, she found it? 
 
Jeremy 
I don’t know.  I don’t know what that means that she found it.  She’s the one that sent it to me.  
I think what happened was, that she saw something on the internet and Tehila is an expert 
researcher and she never takes anything at face value.  So what she does is, she always goes to 
fact check.  And so she went to these different websites to…well we know by the Bible that it’s 
603,550 half-shekels were given to build the Tabernacle.  We know that because that’s what 
the Bible says.  And she’s like, I just want to fact-check that Ukraine is actually exactly 603,550 
kilometers.  What are the chances?  It could have been 604,000, 653,000, like it’s just 
unbelievable.  And just to write that off as a coincidence, well I just don’t believe in 
coincidences, and definitely not on the exact week that we’re reading that Torah portion as all 
of this is unfolding.  And the Ukraine, the President happens to be a Jew.  Now you gotta love 
this.  I didn’t even know who this guy was, but he’s really turned out to be a man of character.  I 
mean I just love everything I see about him.   
 
Ari 
Yeah, I don’t know if you heard.  The US said, “We’ll airlift you out, we’ll save you, you’re the 
number one target of the Russian forces.”  And he said, “I don’t need a ride, I need 
ammunition.”  Which is just a cool thing to say.  You know, his grandfather was in the Holocaust 
and both of his siblings passed away and he was the only survivor.  And he’s the grandson.  It’s 
strange that he’s a Jew.  I don’t really know what to make of that.  But, you know what you said 
about what Tehila found.  It’s just to me like another sign, it’s a spice cart.  And you know, we’re 
going to be getting more of those.  Because we need more of those as time goes on and the 
world gets shakier and shakier and shakier.  In my mind what you said by the way – Clinton and 
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Obama, and oh, it’s so much safer that you got rid of your nuclear weapons.  Your 100% right.  
The words that are going through my head, Jeremy, based on what you said – from Psalm 146, 
h['(Wvt. Alï !yae(v,Û ~d"¦a'-!b,B. ~ybi_ydIn>bi Wxïj.b.Ti-la;   Do not put your faith in princes, in the 
son of man, where there is no redemption.  We can’t trust in people, we have to trust in 
HaShem.   
 
And I’ll tell you, it seems like all this is happening when the world is suffering from this general 
state of emergency fatigue.  It’s not like an emergency fatigue, it’s like a fatigue of emergencies.  
I think people are even under reacting to the magnitude of what this really means.  Because it’s 
a little bit like the boy who cried wolf.  You know, there have been so many emergencies, so 
much drama, national, international, that when a real emergency plays out, people just don’t 
take it as seriously.  They’re just exhausted and they’re burned out.  And right when it seems 
that people have the least will to do anything anymore, then boom.  Something that will 
demand true courage and real resolve happens.  And just look at the world’s response.  It 
doesn’t seem like there’s a lot of that left.  And so mankind finds itself on the doorstep of what 
could definitely lead to WWIII.  I knew Jeremy would laugh.  Could you get off of my front 
screen?  OK, anyways, I knew you would laugh, but I’m not saying it will, but there’s no 
question that it definitely could, and I think it will.  Jeremy, you would give me that?  It will, it 
could?  If you guys are with me, raise your hand if you think this could be WWIII. 
 
Jeremy 
No, I want you to know that I think that anything is possible at any moment.  And it’s really 
important for us to constantly expect the flood to come.  Now, is it going to happen right now?  
I don’t know, maybe.  But you said it was last Wednesday.  And you’ve been saying last 
Wednesday for the last 18 years that I’ve known you.  Every next Wednesday is going to be 
WWIII.  We’ve been waiting for WWIII every other Wednesday for the last 18 years.  So I can’t 
help but not laugh because you’re always expecting WWIII.  So, every time I hear it, that’s what 
I’m going to do.  I’m going to laugh.  Let me give you this, though.  We are closer, we are closer 
to a World shifting reality then ever before.  I really do feel that.  I sense it in my bones, I don’t 
know how it’s going to look.  And it really could be that not even a sword needs to be lifted.  It 
could just happen.  But I don’t know.  But I do feel like we are at the precipice of a new era and 
it's happening…like this was the beginning of something that is undeniable and it’s good to 
keep our eyes open, both towards world events and toward the Bible. 
 
Ari 
I appreciate that Jeremy, and I think it’s cool that you just weigh in, you start talking in the 
middle.  We should do that more often.  But not this one because I have a lot to say and I don’t 
want to hear from you.  I’m just kidding.  No, but I know that this fellowship is not like a 
wonderful gauge for all of mankind’s population.  But I really am curious, if you think that this 
could, very well lead to WWIII, could you raise your hand?  OK, so that’s a significant number of 
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you.  I would say even most are saying that.  You know cause right now it really feels like people 
just want calm and stability.  And the more people are yearning for it, the more elusive it seems 
to become.  Because this exhaustion, this like overwhelming fatigue that people, I think 
particularly in the West are feeling, not only from Western governments imposing these 
authoritarian mandates and restrictions on their people.  People are exhausted from that.  But 
also from this tenacious culture war and religious war from the Left that has been removing 
people’s liberty and freedom for the past two years in the name of this constant emergency.  So 
I feel like people’s zeal in their hearts are, both on the right and the left, are just being 
removed.  Anyways, I think that people haven’t been…those people that aren’t lost in this like 
ridiculous bickering charade that we see in the West that are exhausting themselves with these 
vociferous debates about which pronouns to call a transgender athlete.   
 
Well strong leaders like Putin…I’m not saying he’s good.  He’s not a good person, but he’s 
strong.  And they see the weakness and the purposelessness and the exhaustion and he just 
took the opportunity to pounce.  And the masks are coming off.  Because while there were 
those of us, I think in this fellowship who saw through these transparent masks to begin with, 
it’s becoming clear to everybody that all these claims of virtue and morality that we’re living in 
a world that fundamentally functions as good and people want to do good…it’s really just 
survival of the fittest.  That’s what it is.  The United Nations and NATO and international law 
and the moral high ground.  It’s all a charade and it’s all an illusion.  There are people who are 
bombing and there are people who are being bombed.  And the fatigue and the confusion and 
the disorientation, the complete moral bankruptcy.  The lack of vision and mission and purpose 
is blatantly obvious to these ruthless, strong, opportunistic, strategically minded predator 
dictators who have their own aspirations and their own goals.   
 
And I think one of the most noteworthy dimensions of this whole Russian invasion of the 
Ukraine, which I really think it best demonstrates the point I’m trying to make is that Putin gave 
no pretense.  There was no false-flag operation which everybody expected.  Right?  False-flag in 
which Russia would stage some sort of an attack against itself.  And then blame the Ukraine for 
it and use that as a pretext to attack them.  You know people are talking about that movie, Wag 
the Dog.  Well, they were expecting something like that, but there was nothing really like that.  
Maybe like a sentence here or there.  But there was really no attempt to make the case, right?  
There was no massive public relations campaign.  Just one thing.  Might makes right.  There are 
just so many videos circulating, but I put this one together.  It’s really brief because I really think 
it sums up the entire philosophy behind the Russian attack.  And this is happening on the 
streets of Ukraine. 
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Do you see that?  These tanks are just running over cars in the street.  There 
was a car going the opposite direction.  The tank just took a turn to run it 
over.  It’s like that’s it.  I’m a tank, you are a car.  I can smash you, so I will 
smash you.  That’s what it is, survival of the fittest.  I’ve always felt that way 
about Putin.  You know, when I look at the guy, I’ve always felt like I was 
looking at a purebred Cossack.  Like riding around shirtless on a horse.  It 
looked like he was on his way from a pogrom, slaughtering my ancestors.  
He’s always had his eyes on the Ukraine.  He was just waiting for the right 
moment, the right circumstance in which those who could stop him, who 
had the power to stop him were either unwilling or unable to fight against 

him.  And after taking a good look, not only at the Biden administration, but at the country that 
elected him, you know a country that’s just immersed in these mindless, childless, inane 
conversations about identity politics and critical race theory.  Well, he looked at his military and 
at the military of his allies, right, and he compared it to what he saw in the West.  At the very 
least from the top brass leadership in the West.  And what did he see?  I just found this video of 
how each country is going about right now.  This is how they’re recruiting soldiers to their army.  
We edited it down, I made it really tight, but this is the Chinese army, the Russian army, and 
finally the American army.   
 

Full video - https://youtu.be/Kfe6d6MzeLM 
 
I mean, do I need to say anything else?  I don’t 
know…what can you say?  I mean, he looks at 
America and they’re weak and confused and 
disoriented and Emma isn’t exactly the most 
intimidating adversary in the world.  I mean, 

even if that’s true, to make that the flagship recruitment for the American army.  He just looked 
at the entirety of the West and he was like, “The time is now.  The time is now.”   
 
And I think there was a reason why he didn’t focus his energy on making Russian’s case and 
justifying the attack.  I believe that by not justifying it, he was really making a statement, like a 
philosophical statement.  He was saying that he doesn’t need a justification.  Right?  Brute 
strength and the willingness to use it is justification enough for him.  And if you have a problem 
with it, say it to my face.   Right?  That’s what Putin’s challenge was to the world.  Enough of 
your virtue signaling and moral posturing.  You know, we’re in a world and I think this is the way 
Putin sees it.  We’re in a world where might makes right.  And I am mightier than the Ukraine.  
And that’s all the justification that I need.  That’s at least how I understand him, how I get into 
his head. 
 
Anyways, I think the reason that the world is reeling from all of this is because everybody 
knows that this is not just an issue of Russia and the Ukraine.  This is global, right?  There’s no 
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where on the planet that this conflict doesn’t reach, including of course…Israel.  For years, 
Russia has a stronghold here in the Middle East.  And where is that stronghold?  You guys know 
it, I’m sure you know.  Say it with me, “Syria.”  Syria.  Again, I’m going to try and not get into too 
much geopolitical analysis here.  But I think it’s important that we do give some background, 
right?  So Syria.  So Russia provides weapons to Syria, which not only makes them money and 
allows them a platform to market their weapons, to other evil repressive governments around 
the world.  But it also allows them to practically test their weapons on human beings in the 
battlefield, which of course we saw happen most recently with the Assad government in Syria 
used them against their own people.  But I think most importantly to Russia, Syria gives them a 
stronghold in the Middle East which is critical, not only strategically and militarily, but also so 
they can have like a hand, like a buffer, a hand in the transfer of oil and gas from energy 
producers in the Middle East, to consumers in Europe.  But bottom line is, the forward base 
that Syria serves for them in the heart of the Middle East, well that’s really what it’s all about.   
 
And so, somehow, Russia’s been able to walk a tight-rope between aiding and abetting Israel’s 
enemies that are seeking to destroy Israel and still being considered somewhat of a friend to 
Israel.  And particular by not interfering with Israel’s attacks on Iranian weapon shipments to 
Hezbollah and Chamas, which by the way, we can’t rely on them not getting involved anymore.  
So there’s a whole nother dimension to what’s going on. 
 
And so, there has been this delicate and precarious ecosystem here.  And Jeremy said it, I think.  
It just seemed unnecessary for Lapid, Israel’s foreign minister to announce that Israel was out-
rightly siding with the Ukraine.  And then having the Prime Minister walk it back.  It just seemed 
clumsy and weird and ill-thought out.  But it was too late, right?  Because Russia immediately 
declared that it is now their position that Israel is occupying the strategically critical Golan 
Heights from their Syrian ally.  Israel’s occupying the Golan Heights.  It belongs to Syria.  That’s 
what the Russians responded with.  And anyways, I wasn’t intending to go into all this detail, 
but I really think it’s important that we see how things are playing out.  Because the whole 
world really is starting to align themselves into modern day allies and axis, just in WWII.  
There’s Russia, China, Syria, and Iran against some mix of like Europe and the West presumably.   
 
Anyways, I don’t know if you remember, but when America had that ridiculous, humiliating 
retreat from Afghanistan, I said it felt like the first domino had fallen.  And I stand by that 
because it’s very clear how that led to this.  And what this may very well lead to next.  I mean, 
think about it.  In hindsight we all know that WWI was sparked by the assignation of Arch Duke 
Ferdinand.  Well, WWIII, I believe with all my heart we’re seeing come together right now.  
Maybe in different time tables, but listen, Rav Nachman Kahana, Jeremy, did you read what Rav 
Nachman Kahana said about this right before Shabbat?  He sent out this message.  So he’s our 
beloved, revered teacher.  Just minutes before Shabbat came in, here’s the message that he 
sent.  He said: 
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“Where are we situated on our father Ya’acov’s ladder to heaven and the promises made by 
HaShem regarding am Yisrael?  The midrash quotes Rebbe Eliezer bar Avina.  If you perceive 
nations aggressively provoking each other with war, be prepared for the approach of Mashiach, 
of salvation.  So Russia has invaded the Ukraine with the intent to annex it to become part of 
greater Russia.  If no one cares, and it’s ignored and human lust returns to the Stock Markets 
and living in fun, then the Mashiach may still be a few kilometers away.  However, if other 
nations succumb to the addiction of power-grabbing, then the time for doing fast tshuvah, 
repentance, just prior to Mashiach has arrived.  For example, China invades Taiwan.  North 
Korea invades South Korea.  Turkey takes over the southern half of Cyprus, or begins bombing 
it’s Kurdistan enclaves.  India and China battle on the high ridges of the Himalaya’s.  Egypt 
declares war on Ethiopia over the Nile waters.  Or turns its American made weapons northeast 
against Israel.  The US closes its border with Mexico and fighting ensues.  Iran attacks Saudi 
Arabia.  Now if it turns out that the signs are real, then life will not return to what it’s been up 
until now.  And the best insurance policy to prevent the need for an insurance policy is to be 
here in eretz Israel.”   
 
Right?  I mean, that’s like a powerful statement.  But it’s more on the cerebral side.  Now just 
one other thing.  I don’t know if we should put this in there, but if you’re interested in the 
Hebrew language, and gematria…Jeremy, I don’t know if you heard about this, but the 
numerical dimension of meaning behind the Hebrew language, it’s called gematria, every letter 
has a number to it.  So it turns out that the numerical equivalent of Vladimir Putin is the same 
as the words “Gog u’magog.”  There’s the slide, check that out. 
 

I mean it’s just another one.  You know, it’s another 
sign.  Because Gog u-magog is that final war.  And let 
me just tell you, there is more than a buzz among the 
sages of Israel about what’s playing out right now.  A lot 
of people are talking about it.  Many of them are 
looking at this not through a geo/political prism, but a 
biblical prism.  A redemptive prism.  And even without 
the prophecies and the messages, just a few of which I 
want to share with you, there’s a feeling, you know at 
least in my heart, that we’re seeing the seeds of 
something very profound and world changing, starting 
to sprout.  And many people are just asleep about it.   
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So, like Rav Nachman said, what did he say?  If you see kingdoms of the world provoking one 
another, look forward to the times of Mashiach.  So you may have heard of the prominent Rosh 
Yeshiva of the Torah institution, Rabbi Wachtfogel.  He recently put on his Shabbat clothes in 
the middle of the week in preparation for Mashiach.   
 

 This is Rabbi Wachtfogel.  And what did he do?  He told his students that 
when he saw the Russian warships crossing the Dardanelles River, which the 
Vilna Gaon said was a sure sign of Mashiach.  The Vilna Gaon said that when 
the Russians cross the Dardanelles River, it’s a sure sign of Mashiach, that it 
was time to put on Shabbat clothes, of which he did.  And wearing his special 

Shabbat clothes in the middle of the week, he proclaimed to his students that he had been 
waiting for this moment for 70 years.   
 
Who is the Vilna Gaon, what’s he talking about, just very briefly…the Vilna Gaon is not just 
some obscure Rabbi who said a thing.  Right?  He’s universally recognized as one of the, if not 
THE most prominent and revered Rabbi of the last 400 years.  So now, keep in mind, he lived in 
the 1700’s.  How would he have even known that that would even be an issue?  The Russians, 
crossing the river…it’s beyond me.  So he spoke about Russia conquering Crimea being a sign 
and when Russia arrived in Istanbul, which you know the song, is now called, it was 
Constantinople, that it was even closer.  And that it was time to put on Shabbat clothes 
according to Rav Chaim Vilogem when the ships from Russia cross the Dardanelles.  And that’s 
actually time to put them on.  Right?  And the ships have crossed.  That’s what’s happening.  
And I know by the way that this may be anecdotal.  Jeremy, I don’t know if Yossi, our beloved 
friend told you this, but I want to share it with you because Yossi shared it with me and it 
stayed with me ever since.   
 
So Yossi’s wife is very sensitive about the energy of Mashiach and being prepared for His arrival.  
And he said that a couple of weeks ago, his wife took their eight children and had each of them 
fitted and tailored for brand new special Shabbat clothes.  Pure white Shabbat clothes, which 
they will only put on and wear when Mashiach arrives.  And he said the tailor, when he heard 
this the tailor burst out in tears.  And so, it’s not only Yossi and it’s not only Rav Nachman 
Khana, but here’s a video from the famous Rav Shalom Arush.  Have any of you heard of Rav 
Arush.  I’m sure that some of you have read his books, The Garden of Emunah, The Garden of 
Peace, The Garden of Faith, In Forest Fields, talking about prayer.  Anyways, he’s beloved and a 
very prominent rabbi here in Israel.  And you need to hear what he just said. 
 
(video) 
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I’m going to tell you with certainty, HaShem will help us, we 
will meet together after Rosh Hashanah, and remember 
what I’m telling you.  This Rosh Hashanah is the last one 
without Mashiach.  And it’s very possible that already on 
this Rosh Hashanah, Mashiach is going to reveal Himself.  
And those who know me, for more than 40 years I’ve been 
giving shiurim.  Have I ever spoken about Mashiach?  I’ve 

never spoken about Mashiach.  These are now things that we can already see.  I can’t explain.  
Please don’t miss out.  (end of video)  
 
Ok, now he goes on…just keep in mind, alright.  I’m looking at Jeremy’s face.  How do I get 
Jeremy’s face to not be right up next to mine?  He’s like, “Are you really showing these people 
all of these things?”  I’m sorry, but you know he’s really putting himself out there.  And if you 
say that and it doesn’t happen, well it’s a hit on your credibility.  There are no two ways about 
it.  And here’s another one.  This is a page from a contemporary book called Ateret Tzion, The 
Crown of Zion, in which Rabbi Ben-Tzion Mutzafy quotes his kabbalist father here.   
 

 If you see, it’s circled right here.  Basically, he says that Russia is the 
identity of Gog and that they get their Divine strength and energy from 
the klipot, from the shells of impurity.  And while you may understand 
what I’m referring to from past fellowships and Jeremy’s touched on 
that also, where he explained the mystical ideas of raising the sparks 
and the light.  Either way, he says that this war will make its way to 
Israel and that the attackers of the Holy Land will be destroyed and 
obliterated on the mountains of Israel.  Having returned whatever 
sparks of light they had within them back to their source within Israel.   
 

Anyways, the reason I’m sharing all of this with you is not to necessarily understand these 
prophecies or even so I’ll understand them.  Because I’m not going to claim to.  It’s because it’s 
important during this time that we stay strong and resolute and we don’t lose heart and we 
don’t lose faith from the tumultuous days ahead.   Because the sages of Israel are quoted in the 
Talmud saying regarding the days of Mashiach, “May He come, but may we not see Him.”  May 
He come, but may we not see Him.  Meaning as I understand it, that the days of Mashiach will 
be so painful and terrifying and challenging that they just didn’t want to be around to see Him.  
They don’t want to endure the trauma of those days.  And I respect that.  At least they’re being 
honest.   
 
But we’re not given the choice.  Here we are.  And so we need to remember that the night is 
darkest before dawn.  And we need to remember that HaShem is running the show.  I really 
hope we haven’t spent too much time talking about the geopolitics because it’s so easy to go 
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down that road and get lost on whether the US should or shouldn’t have blocked Ukraine from 
NATO or whether it should have or would have happened under Trump or whether Israel 
should have defended Ukraine.  It’s just so easy to go there and to get lost in that.  But I really 
think spending too much time on all the analysis is a waste of time.  Because those are all just 
puzzle pieces being moved around by the primary Mover of all things.  And as scary and chaotic 
as these things may seem happening around us right now…if HaShem is in charge, which we all 
know that He is, then of course this isn’t random.  And it’s not chaotic and it’s not arbitrary, but 
it’s all for the good.  It’s all playing out perfectly as it should.  For we all remember the words of 
Shlomo HaMelech, King Solomon.  He was endowed with divinely inspired wisdom and 
understanding beyond any man.  What did he say in the book of Proverbs, chapter 21: 
 

So while Putin may think that he’s in charge.  That he’s the 
powerful one making these bold and aggressive moves, he’s 
doing that in concert with HaShem.  God is using him as a 
vehicle to eventually bring redemption to the world.  He may 
think that he is God, but the irony is, that God is using him as a 
vessel to reveal Himself to the world.  Much like Haman, or of 

Nebuchadnezzar who destroyed the Temple.  He thought that he was the mighty one who 
defeated the God of Israel.  But the prophet Jeremiah tells us otherwise.  When he says in 
chapter 27: 
 

The evil Nebuchadnezzar was God’s servant.  Absolutely.  But 
he didn’t know it any more back then than Vladimir Putin 
knows it today.  Which brings us to the question.  And Jeremy, I 
want you to feel free to chime in on this because I’m not sure 
that I did full justice in my preparation to answer this question.  
I’m sort of relying on going into this more in the future.  But, 

here’s the question.  If HaShem is using all of this as a vehicle, it’s a vehicle for what?  For 
Mashiach.  For geulah, right?  What does that mean?  For Messiah, for redemption.  But what 
do these words even mean?  And I’m not talking about their translation.  I’m talking about what 
they really mean.   
 
So to sharpen the question even more, I’ll quote a question that I was sent to awhile ago by one 
of our fellowship members.  Our own beloved Stephany East.  So in her message to me, she 
wrote regarding the fellowship I did there, she said, “Your message leads me to a question.  You 
speak often of the coming of Mashiach and the Messianic times.  Coming from a Christian 
background and then learning Torah, and how it connects to the Brit Hachadash, I believe that 
Yeshua is Mashiach, as do many others in the fellowship.  And that He will return as Mashiach 
Ben David and the Messianic times will begin.  My question is not to lead into a debate.  I just 
want to be upfront as to where I am coming from.  I have not had the opportunity to ask this 
question before and I really want to know the answer from your perspective.  So my question 



15 
 

is, who’s the Mashiach?  Not His name unless you know it, but how will you know when He 
comes?  Is He a person, a spirit, a way people will choose to live?  What is the Messianic times?  
How long does it last?  Is there something after the Messianic times?  With people from all 
different beliefs and backgrounds hearing your words, we each have a different definition of 
what you’re saying.  I want to understand what you mean from the Torah.  Ari, todah rabbah 
for your time and for the love you give to us in this fellowship.  You and your family are in our 
hearts and prayers.”   
 
Ok, so, you know I was conflicted as to whether even to go into this.  If the question she asks 
resonates with you, could you raise your hand?  Ok, I’m just flipping through…that’s a lot of 
you.  So, I’m happy that we’re going through this because you know there really are so many of 
you who have different perspectives on this.  And I want to start by saying that what touched 
me so much about her message was the honesty and the openness of it.  A lot of hands are 
going up, that’s cool.  We should use that hand function more.  You know, she made it clear 
that she doesn’t want this to lead into a debate.  That she just wanted me to know where she 
was coming from and she wanted me to understand and she wants to understand where I’m 
coming from.  And I really appreciate that.  And that really is the spirit of this fellowship.  It’s 
just so beautiful to see it manifesting itself so organically in the fellowship right now.  Because 
Jeremy and I are very clear.  We are not out to change any of you into anything that you are not 
right now.  I mean, on top of that we just don’t believe in that, you’re just beautiful, holy souls.  
Who am I to even think to change any of you?  You know when I leave this world, if I see you 
guys in the world to come, may it be at 120, I’ll know that I am in a good place.   
 
But, also because like also seeking to change each other isn’t love, it’s control.  It’s ulterior 
motives, right?  It’s conditional relationship.  And I never get the feeling from any of you that 
you’re wanting to change us, either.  And I’ve met people who have.  You know, people who 
really want to remove the veils from my eyes.  And I don’t hold it against them.  I know it’s from 
a place of love, but it doesn’t always feel that way.  And by the way, it’s also my desire, my 
greatest desire, to do the same thing.  To remove the veils from my own eyes.  But I remember 
feeling bad for the person, numerous times, but the person I’m thinking of right now who is 
really aggressively proselytizing to me because if I want to remove the veil from my eyes and he 
wants to remove the veil from my eyes, who’s left to remove the veil from his eyes?  Right?  
And removing our veils and coming closer to Hashem is one of the greatest missions we have in 
the world.   
 
And it’s also one of the greatest joys in the world.  Because what does King David say?  Happy is 
the heart who is seeking God.  Seeking, not finding.  You know we’ve talked a lot about this 
before but we’re gonna review it right now.  Because we’re always seeking, we’re never there.  
We’ve never arrived.  And that is what this fellowship is about.  You know Jeremy used to use 
the word, and I felt like it was weird sounding, but having thought about this and going through 
it just today, I was like, “You know what?  Really he’s right.  We are a community of seekers.  
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People who are thirsty to learn from each other and with each other.  We’re thirsty to learn.”  
Because I know that what Stephany is saying is true.  Right?  We are not hiding from anything in 
this fellowship.  I know that there are, that there are many Jews in this fellowship who believe 
as Jeremy and I do on the subject.  And I know that there are many Christians, or even people 
who don’t define themselves as Christians, or don’t know how to define themselves at all.  But 
many share Stephany’s belief and that question resonates with them.  And I know that their 
understanding about who Mashiach is differs from mine in a fundamental way that obviously I, 
as a Jew, think is wrong.  And I know I’ve said this before, but when I look at the way that I 
understood God ten years ago, I now see that half of the way that I understood God then was 
wrong.  So I hope and pray that ten years from now, I will have grown enough that I will look 
back and see that half of the way that I understand God right now is wrong.   
 
None of us can even fully understand God.  And I don’t think that He expects us to.  As a matter 
of fact, I really believe in my heart that God loves this fellowship and blesses this fellowship.  
And that what we learn together and create together here in this fellowship is a fragrant 
incense in which He finds pleasure.  Because at the end of the day, in order to really be here 
together and love each other and learn from each other, it takes a certain level of humility.  And 
not only humility but it takes a deep thirst and an overwhelming desire to come close to 
HaShem and to seek His Face and to serve Him with all of our hearts.  Enough that we’re willing 
to come together in this community in a way that does not always make sense to our brains.  
But I think that it does make sense to our hearts.  I think it makes sense to our hearts.   
 
And so, while I must say, right now that in this fellowship, we don’t have the time to fully delve 
into the whole subject.  But I do want to touch on it and give some main points because it 
would be just too ridiculous to just give that entire introduction and then run out of time at the 
end of the fellowship.  Although I do have an impulse to do that because I did think it would be 
really funny to say that whole thing and then say like, “Alright, goodbye fellowship, I’m glad we 
did this!”  So we’ll talk about it, but I’m not going to answer every single one of the questions 
right now unless Jeremy wants to chime in because I know he has a lot to say on this subject.  
Maybe we’ll have a little corner to talk about it next week.  Just to talk about Mashiach.   
 
Jeremy 
Can I just say one thing though before you go into that Ari?   
 
Ari 
Yes, please.  Go ahead, Jeremy. 
 
Jeremy 
Because as you were talking, of course, I just agree with everything that you said.  And I’m 
looking at Sister Christophara in particular right now.  And you know, she’s wearing, it looks like 
a Catholic garb that’s just so different than anything that I’ve seen in my just Jewish upbringing 
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in Israel.  And you know, I’m just looking at everyone here.  I’m looking at Caleb, I’m looking at 
Brandon, everyone here…there’s like Harold and Bridgett over there from Germany.  Like all of 
us have come from different backgrounds, different cultures, different educations.  We just 
have life experiences that have like locked us into a certain journey.  And now at this time, all of 
us come from different places and we’ve all been brought together in this incredible 
unprecedented fellowship.  And I think that a part of the game is that we’re not supposed to 
see things in the same way.  That’s what makes it so beautiful.  Because all of us are so 
different.  And it’s actually loving everyone, even because we’re different, that we’re all coming 
together in our differences.  Like how easy is it when everyone wears the same kippah, in the 
same color, and the same furry hat or the same, you know, this garb or that garb.  No, here’s 
it’s like different countries, different languages, different religions, different understandings, 
different backgrounds.  And then in all of that diversity, to come together…that is Mashiach.  
Like that is exactly what Mashiach is meant to do.  Bring us all together.  And when He is finally 
revealed to the world, we’re all going to know it.  And so I just wanted to say that.  I feel like, if 
there’s ever been like a touch of Mashiach that I’ve ever experienced in my life, it has been 
through this fellowship.  Just seeing the diversity and the unity in this diversity.  Because I think 
what is meant to bring all nations together to bow our knees and bow our heads before the 
King of Israel.  And that’s what we’re all here to do.  And so, I just wanted to say that. 
 
Ari 
Jeremy, I appreciate you sharing that and saying that.  And that’s why I think we really need to 
start setting aside some time in the fellowship and just focusing on that question and that issue.  
Raise your hand if you think we need to just do a little bit more Mashiach talk, just to talk about 
it again, not to debate.  Wow, a lot of hands going up.  A lot of hands.  Ok, wow.  Ok, well it’s 
pretty clear.  We need to do that.  But listen, the truth is, I think it would happen anyways, 
considering the times that we’re in right now.   
 
But just to start, I want to say that, I want to start by sharing fundamentals, rather than 
comparing and contrasting and focusing on the differences.  Because while that’s fun and that’s 
cool, people believe so many different things and it could just go down a rabbit hole.  So it’s our 
tradition that Mashiach is a human being.  No more and no less.  And he is a descendant of King 
David, through his son, Solomon.  He will usher in an era of God-consciousness and awareness 
of the Almighty that will be holistic, right?  And internalized in a way that we just cannot 
understand.  And he’ll be a part of the ingathering of the exiles and the building of the Temple 
in Jerusalem.  I mean, Mashiach, what does Mashiach mean?  It literally means, “the anointed 
one.”  You know mashuach, in that way, each one of the Kings of Israel who were anointed by a 
prophet with olive oil was Mashiach.  Mashiach is the actualization of the purpose for which the 
earth was created, which is to elevate the physical to the spiritual and to imbue the spiritual 
into the physical.  That’s the purpose of Mashiach.   
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And so, you know before I go on, I want to say that I’ve always thought that it was a little bit of 
a waste of time and energy focusing too much on the Mashiach identity.  Because I have yet to 
find anyone, at least in all of Jewish liturgy, who claims that one must know the identity of 
Mashiach or when Mashiach comes that we need to believe that they are Mashiach.  You know 
as Jews, we really don’t focus on that.  We focus on yearning for Mashiach.  Our sages tell us 
that the first question we’re asked when we leave the world is, “Did we eagerly anticipate 
redemption, did we yearn for it with all of our hearts?”  And why would we be asked that?  
Because yearning for redemption is one of the deepest and truest gauges of our love for 
HaShem.  For we know that HaShem created the world in order to have a real and true 
relationship with all of us, with His children, with all of mankind.  And yearning for redemption 
is no less than yearning for God, Himself.  You know, this is how Maimonides puts it.  He says: 
 

So that’s what Maimonides says.  I’ll give 
you a second to read that.  Because you 
know it’s a pretty powerful statement for 
Maimonides to say that.  If you don’t 
believe Mashiach is coming and you don’t 
await His arrival, eagerly await his arrival, 
anticipating it, it’s a rejection of the Torah, 
itself.  And by extension, one could say, a 
rejection of God, Himself.   
 

And notice, he doesn’t need to know who He is, but we must yearn for His arrival.  You know 
I’ve had this disagreement with my beloved friend and Rebbe, Yishai Fleischer for many years.  
He’s just allergic to all this Mashiach talk.  I don’t know how he would respond if he watched 
the fellowship today, but almost everything I said would have driven him nuts.  You know, when 
there are prophecies, or predictions by the Vilna Gaon or anyone else, he doesn’t look at it.  He 
says it just doesn’t interest him and it actually bothers him.  But me?  I couldn’t be more 
different.  You all know me by now, right?  Like last Pesach?  Last Passover I was running from 
mountain to mountain, blowing my shofar on each mountain.  That’s how sure I was.  Right?   
 
So Yishai and I were having this conversation again, but you know it’s one of the great 
differences between us.  And in some ways, that’s because it’s the most fun to focus on those.  
And then I shared one of my favorite teachings with him and I thought that this teaching maybe 
point to the reason why he doesn’t like this kind of talk to begin with and why I respect him for 
not liking the talk to begin with.  And he lit up when I said it.  And I really think I nailed it.  So, 
one of the primary principles of faith articulated by Maimonides and accepted by all, is:  
Ani ma'amin 
b'e munah sh'leimah 
b'viat ha mashiach, 
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veaf al pi sh'yitmameah, im kol zeh achakeh lo 
behol yom sheyavo. 
 
There’s a beautiful song.  I know I’m going to get screamed at for singing.  I’m sorry.   
 

That’s the 12th Principle, out of 13 principles of faith.  Now 
here’s the teaching, right?  The word for wait “achakeh” 
shares the meaning of the word chichui, which means “to 
imitate.”  Or to emulate.  Right?  Now think of it with that in 
mind.  I believe with perfect faith in the coming of Mashiach 
and even if He may tarry, I will seek to be like Him.  To 
imitate Him, to emulate Him, to fulfill His mission, each day 

that He should come.   
 
And I think that’s why it’s important not to get too lost in the theological or the theoretical 
discussions.  Because that is just…in some ways, it’s more God’s department than our 
department.  We have work to do down here.  We have a mission to accomplish, to do all we 
can to increase the internalized faith in the world.  To help bring the nation of Israel back to the 
Land of Israel, ingather the exiles, to settle the Land of Israel, to strengthen her.  All things, by 
the way, that you have participated in, just by being here in this fellowship with us.  And 
perhaps that’s why the subject is so shrouded in mystery.  Because maybe we’re not supposed 
to know.  We’re supposed to await Mashiach and to yearn Mashiach and to know it, would ruin 
it.  We’re supposed to do all that we can to hasten His arrival.  Not necessarily to know exactly 
when it is.   
 
And also by the way, on a personal level, I just want to share my heart on this.  The closer we 
approach to the arrival of Mashiach, which is you know, I believe is imminent, the closer we get, 
the less I feel like I really understand any of it.  You know, there have been fleeting moments in 
our mission out here on the farm where I feel like I experience it, just for a moment, right?  I 
just taste it, for a moment.  It’s over as soon as it starts.  It’s like a flash of lightning in the 
middle of a dark forest where I just see it all and then it goes away.  But the imprint of that 
moment, that feeling…it stays with me.  It’s a part of me and there’s no way to describe it.  I’m 
sharing this with you, I’m being a little vulnerable, because there are people that may 
legitimately think I’m nuts, just for saying this.  But, there’s no way to describe it other than a 
mixture of laughter and tears.  You know, it’s like imagine just seeing in black and white and all 
of a sudden seeing color for the first time.  Or seeing the sun for the first time.  Or feeling love 
for the very first time, like what real love is.  I don’t think Mashiach is going to be this cerebral, 
intellectual experience.  It’s not going to be a PR campaign.  It’s going to be this overwhelming 
Spirit of godliness and love that will be so overwhelming and transformative that the very 
nature of mankind will change.   
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You know, I liken it in my mind sort of to the opposite of the sin of eating from the Tree of 
Knowledge.  Right?  When we ate from the Tree of Knowledge, all of a sudden, everything 
congealed into physicality and became separate.  And everything appeared as a threat and 
rather than seeing that we were Divine beings, which was so clear to us one moment before, 
rather than seeing that we were souls wearing the garment of the human body which was so 
clear to us, right before… we believed we were the body.  And then we spent the rest of history 
wondering whether we had a soul at all.   
 
So when Mashiach comes, we will see ourselves and see each other as what we truly are – 
beings of Divine light.  Right?  Expressions of HaShem.  We’ll see each other as that.  And we’ll 
love each other for that.  And we’ll look back at human history and I think we’ll just look back 
and we’re just gonna have a big cry.  We’ll just cry at the insanity of how we have hated each 
other and killed each other.  We’ll cry at the shame of it and just the tragedy of it.  And then, I 
think we’ll laugh, just a pure unbridled, unadulterated laugh.  Like King David says, “When we 
return to Zion, we’ll be like dreamers and our mouths will be filled with laughter.”  And what 
will we be laughing at?  The truth is, that I’m not sure.  I really don’t know what I’m talking 
about almost at all.  And maybe that’s what we’ll laugh at.  Maybe we’ll laugh at the fact that 
we really never knew what we were talking about to begin with.  Either way, we’re not there 
yet.  We’re not there yet.  But it could be any moment.   
 
So let us pray harder than ever before.  Let us pray for Divine compassion in the days ahead and 
let us pray for all of mankind.  And let us pray for Mashiach, whoever He is.  Whatever his 
identity is.  So we’re going to talk about Mashiach more.  I’m giving my word, we will.  But not 
this week.  Because we’re already overtime.  So now before I bless you with the prayer of Aaron 
HaKohen, the Kohanic prayer, I thought perhaps we could pray together the prayer that Jewish 
congregations prayed around the world this Shabbat.  Specifically for Ukraine and for the war 
that is coming ahead and the war that is happening right now.   
 

(prayer continues)  But only to recognize 
and know You, the blessed and everlasting 
One. Through us, it should be fulfilled, that 
which is written, “And I have given peace in 
the Land, you shall lie down and not be 
afraid.  And I have stopped any evil from the 
Land.  And a sword shall not pass through 
your Land.”  And let us say, “Amen.”   
 
 
 

Jews around the world, synagogues around the world, in the basement of the building of my 
wife’s parent’s apartment, we had that prayer this past Shabbat.  And so now, I want to 
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conclude the fellowship with the great honor, my favorite part, arguably of the whole 
fellowship is to bless all of you with the Kohanic prayer, the prayer that will one day soon be 
used to bless all of mankind from atop Mount Moriah in Jerusalem. 
 
Aaronic blessing (Hebrew) 
 
May HaShem bless and protect you.  May HaShem make His face shine upon you.  And be 
gracious to you.  May HaShem lift up His countenance to you and give you peace.  Amen. 
 
Reach out, my friends.  Share your thoughts, your feelings, questions.  That’s what we’re here 
for, we’re here for each other.  May HaShem bless and protect you.  Love all of you so much.  
Shalom, shalom. 


